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CatchBio procedures for knowledge protection

All information, data and results are strictly confidential and may not be communicated with parties outside the consortium, except through the following procedures.

With respect to knowledge protection we use in CatchBio two procedures:

1. One for all (draft) publications of results meant to be released to non consortium parties;

2. One for results that you consider to be potentially patentable or could be protected otherwise. (A publication has not necessarily been drafted yet.)

1.  Procedure for publications

Please note that all forms of communication with parties outside the consortium are considered ‘publications’ in the context of this procedure. Publications include, but are not limited to: manuscripts, posters, presentations (also student colloquia), website contributions, and non-scientific articles.

· The CatchBio scientist sends the intended publication to info@catchbio.nl before the publication is transferred outside the consortium. The CatchBio Support Office replies by sending a confirmation e-mail of which the date will determine the start of the procedure.

· The CatchBio Support Office forwards the intended publication promptly to all Cluster Members of the relevant CatchBio cluster.

· Within twenty (20) working days of receiving said submission, all Cluster Members are entitled to request alterations on the following grounds: (1) the protection of results would be adversely affected by the proposed publication, and/or (2) the proposed publication includes confidential information of a Cluster Member. The Cluster Members will address their request to the CatchBio Support Office in writing / by e-mail.
· The CatchBio scientist is allowed to publish his/her intended publication, if (s)he did not receive an objection or demand for alteration twenty (20) working days after (s)he received the confirmation e-mail.

· However, if one (or more) of the Cluster Members objects because he/she wants to secure the IPR first, the publication can be delayed for a maximum of six months after the confirmation e-mail. The Cluster Member(s) and the CatchBio scientist may discuss possibilities to circumvent the objection in order to publish before the end of the six months’ period. (See also procedure 2.)

· If a Cluster Member objects under ground 2, the CatchBio scientist and the Cluster Member should discuss ways to circumvent the objection; the period of six months does not apply in this case. The altered draft publication should then be resubmitted to the cluster in order to prevent that alterations will conflict with another Cluster Member.
· The following sentence has to be used as acknowledgement in all publications:

This research has been performed within the framework of the CatchBio program. The authors gratefully acknowledge the support of the Smart Mix Program of the Netherlands Ministry of Economic Affairs and the Netherlands Ministry of Education, Culture and Science. The CatchBio and Smart Mix logos can be downloaded from www.catchbio.nl for inclusion in publications when appropriate.
2.  Procedure for possibly patentable results

· CatchBio scientists will monitor actively whether results in their projects are interesting with respect to patenting (or protection otherwise).

· In case of interesting results, they should contact the CatchBio Support Office by filling in a CatchBio Disclosure Report (downloadable at www.catchbio.nl) and sending it to info@catchbio.nl. The CatchBio Support Office replies by sending a confirmation e-mail.
· CatchBio scientists should always inform the Cluster Member of their own organization when they intend to submit a Disclosure Report.

· The CatchBio Support Office forwards the Disclosure Report promptly to all Cluster Members, who will have twenty (20) working days to indicate their interest. All members shall withhold from filing a patent during this period.
· If a Cluster Member is interested in protecting the results described in the Disclosure Report, he will inform the CatchBio Support Office in writing / by e-mail.
· The CatchBio Support Office will inform the member that submitted the Disclosure Report by e-mail (the other Cluster Members receive a copy) of the indicated interest. This e-mail will be sent twenty (20) working days after forwarding the Disclosure Report.
· The member that submitted the Disclosure Report and the interested Cluster Member(s) start negotiating the transfer of the results (in any form) according to the consortium agreement (Clause 5) upon receipt of the e-mail at the end of the twenty (20) working days.
See the CatchBio Consortium Agreement (available for perusal at your institute) for more information about the procedure for ownership and use of results (Clauses 5, 6, 9, and 10).
This procedure is always overwritten by the CatchBio Consortium Agreement.
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